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SUBJECT: CROWN PRINCE HASSAN- VISIT SOUTH YEMENI ENJOY 
TO JORDAN 

SUMMARY: CROWN PRINCE HASSAN INDICATED THAT PDRY 
MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS OSHEISH TOLD HIM THAT SALIM 
RUBAYY ALI BORE RESPONSIBILITY FOR MURDER OF AL 
GHASHEMI, THAT ADEN MAINTAINS CLOSE RELATIONS WITH USSR 
BUT WILL NOT PERMIT IT TO DOMINATE PDRY AS BRITISH DID 
WITH ITS BASES IN PAST DAYS AND THAT ADEN APPRECIATES 
JORDAN'S WILLINGNESS TO RECEIVE MINISTER. HASSAN SAID 
OSHEISH STRONGLY HINTED THAT A U.S. MISSION TO ADEN WOULD 
BE WELCOME. CROWN PRINCE BELIEVES THAT ABDULLAH AL ALIM 
WAS BEHIND AL GHASHEMI ASSASSINATION AND THAT SALIM 
RUBAYY ALI IS CONVENIENT FALL GUY FOR ADEN REGIME. 

END SUMMARY 

1 . CROWN PRINCE HASSAN ASKED TO SEE ME JULY 6 AND THEN 
PROCEEDED TO PROVIDE A BRIEFING ON MEETING HELD JULY 5 
WITH ADEN ENJOY OSHEISH. HASSAN EXPLAINED JORDAN'S 
ATTITUDE AS BEING ANTI-TERRORIST AND MOTIVATED BY NEED 
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TO MAINTAIN RELATIONS WITH ALL ARAB STATES. PDRY ENVOY 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR LATTER STAND. 

2. HASSAN SAID HE POSED TWO QUESTIONS: (A) WHO HAD 
ASSASSINATED AL-GHASHEMI AND (B) WHAT WERE PDRY'S 
RELATIONS WITH USSR. ON FIRST POINT OSHEISH ALLUDED TO 
SALIM RUBAYY ALI BEING RESPONSIBLE. HE INDICATED THAT 
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SHORTLY AFTER ASSASSINATION IN SANA ALI HAD BEEN INVITED 
TO PARTY CONCLAVE AND HAD REFUSED TO COME AND HAD 
RESIGNED FROM PARTY. HE STILL KEPT HIS GOVERNMENTAL 
POSITION AS PRESIDENT. SHORTLY THEREAFTER PARTY MEETING 
HAD BEEN "BOMBARDED" BY FORCES APPARENTLY LED BY OR LOYAL 
TO ALL THESE FORCES HAD BEEN DEFEATED AND ALI SUMMARILY 
EXECUTED. OSHEISH INSISTED THAT ALLS ACTIONS SERVED TO 
CONDEMN HIMSELF AND THAT PDRY WAS READY TO PARTICIPATE IN 
FULL ARAB LEAGUE INVESTIGATION OF THE WHOLE AFFAIR. 

3. REGARDING PDRY RELATIONS WITH USSR, OSHEISH INSISTED 
ON FACT THAT USSR CONTINUED TO PROVIDE NEEDED SUPPORT TO 
PDRY, BUT USSR WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED TO OCCUPY DOMINANT 
POSITION IN ADEN WHICH BRITISH HAD WITH THEIR BASES 

PRIOR TO INDEPENDENCE. 

4. HASSAN WAS SOMEWHAT SKEPTICAL OF SAUDI INTENTIONS AND 
ACTIVITIES AND NOTED THAT SAUDIS HAD CANCELLED PDRY CIVIL 
AIR OVERFLIGHTS BECAUSE IT WAS NOT "COMMERCIALLY VIABLE." 
HE WONDERED WHY SAUDIS WERE NOT MORE DIRECT AND TRUTH- 
FUL WITH PDRY. 

5. OSHEISH RECALLED FACT THAT US MISSION HAD BEEN ON WAY 
TO PDRY BUT HAD BEEN CANCELLED. HE NOTED PDRY HAD URGED 
MISSION TO CONTINUE BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. OSHEISH SAID 
THAT ANY WESTERN MISSION, PRESS OR DIPLOMATIC, WAS 
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WELCOME IN ADEN AND THAT PDRY STILL ENJOYED "GOOD" 
RELATIONS WITH SOME WESTERN STATES BALANCING ITS SOVIET 
TIES. HASSAN SENSES THIS IS HINT ADEN WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
U.S. MISSION RENEWED. HASSAN SAID HE THOUGHT OSHEISH 
WAS RELATIVELY NON-POLITICAL PDRY TECHNOCRAT AND WAS 
IMPRESSED BY OSHEISH'S DIRECTNESS AND APPARENT FRANKNESS. 

6. AFTER SOME DISCUSSION, HASSAN SAID HE BELIEVED THAT 
FORMER NORTH YEMENI PARATROOP COMMANDER ABDULLAH AL 
ALIM MAY HAVE HAD A HAND IN THE AL GHASHEMI ASSASSINA- 
TION WITH OR WITHOUT COOPERATION OF PRESENT PDRY LEADER 
ISMAIL. PICKERING 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRINCE, ASSASSINATION, PRESIDENT, VISITS, TRAVEL REPORTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 08 jul 1978 
Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978AMMAN05793 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780281-0714 
Format: TEL 
From: AMMAN 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780783/aaaacrws.tel 

Line Count: 106 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: b43f6479-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2080191 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: CROWN PRINCE HASSAN-VISIT SOUTH YEMENI ENJOY TO JORDAN SUMMARY: CROWN PRINCE HASSAN INDICATED THAT PDRY 
TAGS: PGOV, JO, YE, YS, (HASSAN, CROWN PRINCE), (AL-GHASHMI, AHMAD) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b43f6479-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



